
Therapies for reason, 
or consent to not being a single being  

Participants: Ismail Afghan, Barbara Manzetti, Myriam 
Mihindou, Natasa Petresin-Bachelez, Elena Sorokina, Tamara 
Singh.  

For the closing chapter of the “Not Fully Human, Not Human at 
All”, we have decided to leave Montmartre and go instead to 
Seine Saint-Denis, where the Maison Rester.Etranger and its 
garden is located. 

This project includes 3 movements: 
1. Care Walk with Barbara Manzetti from the Metro Saint-Denis 
Université to the Maison “Rester. Etranger”  
2. Performative and discursive exchanges between Myriam 
Mihindou, Tamara Singh and Barbara Manzetti 
3. Exhibition of new work by Ismail Afghan

For years, these practitioners have been deeply invested into 
the manifold questions of art and care: what constitutes caring 
relations, and what can we take from the concept of “Relation” 
as defined by Édouard Glissant? How to go beyond the 
opposites of ‘local’ and ‘foreign’, how to create meaningful 
intersections between disability, neurodiversity and feminism, 
what are the alternatives to the current medicalisation of 
bodies and minds?

The location of this project, Maison “Rester.Etranger” was 
conceived by Barbara Manzetti as a Gesamtkunstwerk and it 
perfectly corresponds to the intersectional spirit of this project. 
A house of multi-linguistic selves in continuous investigation 
and spatialisation of the French language, Maison 
“Rester.Etranger” is a space where opposites are made 
indistinct. It lives in continuous re-construction and 
fundamental indeterminacy, spatialised subjectivities and 
unfixed intersections between family bonds, art collaborations, 
learning and unlearning languages and relations. 

Myriam Mihindou will narrate and perform her experiences of 
the workshop she conducted at the Campus Caraibéen des Arts 



in Martinique. Entitled «Corps, territoires et récits - pratique de 
la performance comme levier de l’imaginaire», it took place in 
May 2021 and required new COVID adapted work and care 
methods, which the artist co-created with her students.  

Tamara Singh will present her practice of a mental health 
provider, art therapist, horticultural therapist and performance 
artist working essentially with minority or minored populations 
(racialised, queer, crip, economically and socially precarious). 
She has been engaged throughout this particularly brutalising 
period in various ways. Among other, she worked on 
transforming narratives of agency and deconstructing the infra-
individualist ego-based pathologising tale of mental health and 
self resilience. 

Ismail Afghan will give a tour through the exhibition of his 
new and existing work, situated at the intersection between the 
ancient Afghan jewellery and contemporary art practices. For 
this particular installation he considers the house 
“Rester”Etranger” a living being who will wear his necklaces 
and earrings for the time of the exhibition. The house and the  
the participants of the project will share his sculptural jewellery 
following a specially created ritualistic choreography of 
exchanges. 

INFO on Initiative:
 
Founded during the COVID 19 lockdown by Elena Sorokin and Natasa Petresin-Bachelez, 
the initiative for Practices and Visions of Radical Care started bringing together 
curatorial, artistic, and health research and practice that enact solidarity and care, 
especially in situations when institutions disengage, fail or neglect. Today, new forms 
solidarity beyond identity have to be directly connected to new forms of care. 
Increasingly, care is explicitly tied to solidarity and framed as intersection of social, anti-
racist and ecological movements which articulate their positions as protectors rather 
than protesters, emphasising the importance of caring for and being good stewards of 
societies as ecosystems. In response to the COVID 19 crisis and BLM events, France is 
experiencing one of the most vivid discussions on racism and care in Europe. French 
histories of colonialism and racial discrimination differ significantly from other 
countries, and many small scale institutions based in Ile de France (around Paris) have 
been creating engaged work dedicated to these issues. We would connect these centres 
of social and artistic relevance to other European practitioners and audiences. 


